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Persistent Organic Pollutants
Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) N

Anthropogenic toxins produced and used globally

Hypotheses
Antarctic seabirds are high trophic level predators
that will integrate POP levels present in the marine
i food webs in which they forage.
. Objectives
» establish baseline levels of POPs in
three species of seabirds breeding on e
the West Antarctic Peninsula:

» POPs reach polar regions by long-range atmospheric
ransport.

» In the Antarctic, POPs are taken up by phytoplankton
and sea ice microbial communities (e.g. Chiuchiolo et
al., 2003).

» POPs accumulate in organisms and biomagnify in ’ K~ d
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» determine the presence and level of |
brominated diphenyl ethers (BDEs) in
. seabirds
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